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THE TRANSFORMATIONAL 

LEADER



CO
NT

EN
T Tonye exhibits a different 

kind of leadership. An 
approachable leader 
whose style puts the 
need of his people 
before his. One that the 
average Nigerian yearns 
for but is not particularly 
used to. A man of the 
cloth, some see his faith 
and strong belief in God, 
which he wears like 
a cloak, as an added 
advantage. Can it get 
better than this?
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HER NETWORK HOLDS FIRST ANNUAL SUMMIT THEMED “POWER OF 
COMMUNITY.”
On September 18th 2022, the first-ever Her Summit, presented by the global 
inspirational and lifestyle platform Her Network, brought together women from 
diverse sectors and across levels for an interactive learning and networking 
experience. 
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It’s been a busy week around the world. 
From the once-in-a-lifetime royal burial 
for the Queen of England to the gather-
ing of global leaders at the UN General 
Assembly and even the punishing war in 

Ukraine, we are given a glimpse into the minds 
of leaders around the world and how they 
respond in a fast-changing world. Back home, 
you’re likely aware of the intractable ASUU 
strike and internal party wranglings in the build-
up to the 2023 elections taking centre stage. We 
are all watching to see how the decision makers 
will act when it matters the most. 

Leadership in business, politics or any other 
field can be a highly daunting endeavour. Nige-
ria’s next President will have a lot to contend 
with almost immediately after taking office. 
Every election is consequential, and Nigerians 
are putting a great deal of focus on the upcom-
ing one. Sadly, cynicism about our politics and 
distrust for our politicians is also at an all-time 
high. It’s probably why I see our cover guest this 
week as a breath of fresh air. A different kind 
of leader whose focus is on making significant 
changes in the life of the common man. He’s 
coming at a time when the country is facing so 
many challenges and when there is little hope 
that any politician can be trusted to keep their 
promises. But having led a successful oil and 
gas corporation, Tonye Cole says he is ready 
to take on his biggest challenge yet: being 
governor of Nigeria’s sixth largest state and its 
second-largest revenue – Rivers State. It makes 
for an interesting read. 

You will also be delighted to read about Nige-
ria’s Tiwa Savage, now a global artist and fash-
ion powerhouse, making boss moves across 
industries and brushing off 
scandals confidently. Some-
one said to me last week that 
Tiwa is now a business; find 
out why. 

See you in October!
Konye

A different kind of leadership 
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On September 18th 2022, the first-ever Her Sum-
mit, presented by the global inspirational and lifestyle 
platform Her Network, brought together women 
from diverse sectors and across levels for an interac-
tive learning and networking experience. 

The theme tagged ‘The Power of Community, 
reverberated throughout the varied panel sessions, 
where a diverse set of experienced female profes-
sionals and entrepreneurs who have led admirable 
careers and built sustainable businesses shared their 
impact stories and inspired professional and career 
growth among attendees. 

Each session was distinctive, touching on areas 
like entrepreneurship, 

In her introduction speech, the founder of Her 
Network, Nkem Onwudiwe, said, “The Power of 
Community” was inspired by the collective belief at 
Her Network. While we all understand the value of 
belonging to a community, a lot of people don’t real-
ize how powerful a community can be if it is com-
prised of the right people with the right values, goals, 
and motives.”

Her Summit was hosted by multidisciplinary 
marketing consultant and author Izin Akioya, whose 
eloquence, poise and constant words of affirmation 
kept guests vibrant and engaged. 

Her Network 
Holds First 
Annual Summit 
themed "Power 
of Community"

NKEM ONWUDIWE BOLANLE OLUKANNI EMELDA REMI OYINDA BANKOLE

IFEDAYO AGORO 

TEMILOLA ADEPETUN 

IZIN AKIOYA

AKUNNA NWALA-AKANO, ADERONKE ADEOLA, KEMI OGUNLEYE & LATASHA NGWUBE

ANITA ADETOYE, CANDACE KING, IFEDAYO AGORO, DR BEATRICE NWALIE

IFESINACHI OKPAGU, OYINDA BANKOLE, CHINWE EGWIM, NEYA KALUKIKELOMO FOLA-OGUNNIYA, UJAMA AKPATA 

JUANIDA DANSO-EDIM KALINE 

MRS BOLA BALOGUN

By Funke Babs Kufeji

The theme and order of the night was fun when 
Paco Rabanne unveiled its new fragrance for wom-
en, ‘’Fame,’’ to its first African market, the finest and 
most stylish crowd of Lagos at the Alliance Francais 
in the heart of Ikoyi.

Guests were welcomed on a red carpet with 
countless photo spots and an aisle of lights remi-
niscent of a proper celebrity red carpet. And then 
straight to a room with a robust floral wall where 
cocktails were served before proceeding to the main 
event room, which had a 360-video booth against a 
pink glittery fame wall and a fragrance bar where all 
could experience the new Fame fragrance.

The event host, Bolanke Olukanni, welcomed 
guests into the Paco Rabanne Fame world and 
invited Linda Angelos, co-founder of Ella Afrique, 
marketers of the fragrance, to give the opening 
speech. While speaking, Angelos highlighted Nigeria 
as an outperforming country compared to other 
African markets, which is why the fragrance was first 
launched here.

Fame by Pacco Rabanne features fragrance notes 
that have never been paired in a fragrance before. 
Mango, pure jasmine, and a rich, creamy incense are 
infused perfectly to get a rich aroma and is bottled in 
an avant-garde ultra-covetable shiny silver bottle.

Paco Rabanne's 
Fame Launch

ANNA BANNER 

LILY AFEGBAI

EZINNE CHINKATA & MAI ATAFO NONYE UDEOGU & ANNA BANNER

ELOHOR, ARESE UGWU & TANIA OMOTAYOTOMIKE ADEOYE LAURA

BOLANLE OLUKANNI LINDA ANGELOS 

EFE TOMMY & TIMINI   TOBI BAKRE

BAMBAM CHIDERA PRECIOUS UDEH MOCHEDDAH 
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Ten Things This Week

Buckingham Palace has released a previously 
unseen portrait of Queen Elizabeth II. This final 
portrait was taken during the Queen’s Platinum 
Jubilee, a celebration earlier this year which 
marked her 70th year on the British throne. In the 
photo, Queen Elizabeth is seen smiling widely, as if mid-laugh — a departure 
from previous royal portraits, which typically show the queen with a close-
mouthed smile.

Queen Elizabeth died on September 8 in her beloved Scottish residence, 
Balmoral Castle. Her son, King Charles III, is now the head of state for the 
United Kingdom, Canada and other Commonwealth Nations.

Nigerian Artist/producer Davido is launching his first annual Are We 
African Yet? (AWAY.) Festival. Kizz Daniel, Pheelz, Lojay and BNXN 
(FKA Buju) are among the performers who will join the Afrobeats star/
festival founder onstage at Atlanta’s State Farm Arena on November 
18, 2022.

A release announcing the AWAY Festival says its mission “is to unite 
communities, promote collaboration and celebrate the diversity and 
magic of African music and culture.” In an accompanying statement, 
Davido says, “Growing up; we were often made to feel unworthy as 
Africans. So many of us didn’t want to claim where we were from and, 
in some cases, denied our heritage. That’s not the case anymore. We 
are proud Africans, and we want to invite people to enjoy our culture – 
our music, food and art. That’s what the AWAY Festival is all about.”

Iranian President 
Ebrahim Raisi 
failed to attend his 

first ever interview on 
U.S. soil after CNN’s 
Christiane Amanpour 
“politely declined” 
his demand to wear 
a head scarf, the 
reporter said in a 
Twitter post. 

“After weeks of 
planning and eight 
hours of setting up translation equipment, lights and 
cameras, we were ready. But no sign of President 
Raisi,” Amanpour explained. “40 minutes after the 
interview had been due to start, an aide came over. 
The President, he said, was suggesting I wear a 
head scarf because 
it’s the holy months 
of Muharram and 
Safar.”

“And so we walked 
away,” Amanpour 
tweeted. “The 
interview didn’t 
happen. As protests 
continue in Iran and 
people are being 
killed, it would have 
been an important 
moment to speak 
with President Raisi.”

The National Industrial Court of Nigeria has ordered the Academic Staff 
Union of Universities to call off its ongoing nationwide strike.

The union has been on strike since February 14 to press home the 
demands for improved funding for universities, a review of salaries for 
lecturers, among other issues. So far, all meetings between the academic 
union and the Federal Government have ended in a deadlock.

The Federal Government says it is proposing 
legislation to ban the consumption of animal skin, 
locally known as “ponmo”, in the country to revive 
tanneries. Muhammad Yakubu, director-general, 
Nigerian Institute of Leather and Science Technology 
(NILEST), Zaria, said the legislation was necessary to 
restore the comatose leather industry in the country. 
Stating that the habit of eating animal skin, which 
has no nutritional value, should be stopped to save 
the industry and boost the nation’s economy.

The director-general added that the institute, 
in collaboration with stakeholders in the industry, 
would approach the national assembly and state 
governments to bring out legislation banning 
“ponmo” consumption.

“To the best of my knowledge, Nigerians are the 
only people in the world that overvalue skin as food; 
after all, Ponmo has no nutritional value,” he said.

Dozens of bronzes that once decorated the 
royal palace of the Kingdom of Benin in south-
ern Nigeria will go on show for one last time in 
Berlin before repatriation to their original home.

Among the items exhibited at the Humboldt 
Museum in Berlin are a pair of thrones and a 
commemorative bust of the monarch. 

Two rooms in the sprawling museum are 
dedicated to the art and the history of the 
Kingdom of Benin, an exhibition realised “in 
close cooperation with partners in Nigeria”, 
according to the German side.

Berlin’s Ethnological Museum currently holds 
530 items taken from the Kingdom of Benin, 
including some 440 bronzes, considered the largest collection behind 
the British Museum in London.

 The Tony Elumelu Foundation 
(TEF) has signed a $20 million 
deal with The United States 
African Development Founda-
tion (USADF) to empower African 
entrepreneurs. The deal was 
signed at a Breakfast Roundtable 
hosted by TEF and Google Foun-
dation in New York. The agree-
ment is in line with the objectives 
of the TEF, which is to empower 
African entrepreneurs and allevi-
ate the continent from poverty. 
“It is not how much we have in 
our bank accounts that matter; 
what matters is the impact we 
bring, the lives we touch, the 
ability to help take people out 
of poverty to prosperity so that 
we share. The more the merrier, 
that is the motivation,” says Tony 
Elumelu.

DAVIDO ANNOUNCES INAUGURAL 
ARE WE AFRICAN YET? (AWAY.) 
FESTIVAL

ASAKE’S ‘MR MONEY 
WITH THE VIBE’ DEBUTS 
AT 66 ON BILLBOARD 
200 ALBUM CHART

IRAN’S PRESIDENT 
CANCELS INTERVIEW 
AFTER AMANPOUR 
REFUSES HEAD SCARF 
DEMAND.

ASUU.; COURT ORDERS UNION TO CALL 
OFF STRIKE. 

FG PROPOSES A BAN ON 
THE CONSUMPTION OF 
COW SKIN TO RESTORE 
LEATHER INDUSTRY

BENIN BRONZES GET A FINAL EXHI-
BITION IN BERLIN BEFORE RETURN

TONY ELUMELU FOUNDATION LANDS A 
$20 MILLION DEAL WITH USADF TO HELP 
ALLEVIATE POVERTY IN AFRICA.

GHANAIAN HEALTH TECH 
STARTUP MPHARMA 
ACQUIRES MAJORITY 
STAKE IN NIGERIA’S 
HEALTHPLUS.

Ghanaian health 
tech startup mPharma 
has acquired a 
majority stake in 
HealthPlus, a pioneer 
pharmacy chain in 
Nigeria.

Speaking on the 
acquisition, Gregory 
Rockson, Co-founder 
and CEO mPharma, 
says, “mPharma 
is deepening its 
long-standing 
commitment to 
Africa by reimagining 
primary healthcare 
in some of the most 
vulnerable communities on the continent. We 
continue to transform community pharmacies 
into primary care centres to provide affordable 
and accessible healthcare to all patients so 
they can live not just longer but healthier 
lives. We are optimistic about the future of 
healthcare for Nigerians through the acquisition 
of HealthPlus.”

Established in 2013 and headquartered in 
Ghana, mPharma operates in 9 other African 
countries, including Nigeria, Zambia, Kenya, 
Malawi, Rwanda, Ethiopia, Gabon, Togo, and 
Uganda. The startup has a network of over 400 
pharmacies across its markets, serving more 
than 100,000 patients each month. 

RAPPER M.I ABAGA GETS MARRIED 

Nigerian Rapper Jude’ M.I’ 
Abaga and Eniola Mafe, 
his partner, have tied the 

knot in a traditional ceremony. 
In an Instagram story, the rapper 
shared a video announcing he is 
getting married.

“I’m getting married today, 
guys,” he wrote.

M.I. has earlier announced his 
engagement to Eniola on April 3.

He revealed he met her in 
2020. He also said he knew 
“straight away” that she was the 
“one”.

“@eniolamafe and I met in Dec 
2020 and, straight away, I knew I 
had found the one. I am excited 
to announce that we are getting 
married this year. And we ask for 
your support and blessings as 
we embark on this journey,” he 
said.

Nigerian singer, Asake has snagged a spot 
on the Billboard 200 album chart with his debut 
album titled ‘Mr. Money With The Vibe 

Asake’s project takes the number 66th spot 
on the chart, which examines the 200 most 
popular music albums and extended plays 
(EPs) in the United States.

With the feat, the musician joins the list of 
Nigerian artists who have debuted on the chart. 
They include Fireboy, Wizkid, Burnaboy, Ckay, 
and Davido.

BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
RELEASES FINAL 
PORTRAIT OF QUEEN 
ELIZABETH II. 
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TIWA SAVAGE; STAY-
ING THE COURSE

Generally speaking, female 
entertainers in Nigeria are a bit 
disadvantaged due to issues sur-
rounding patriarchy, so it is only 
fair we applaud those who have, 
against all odds, managed to 
stand tall and defy the norm, one 
of whom is Tiwa Savage.

After the era of female artists 
like ‘Essence’, ‘Sasha  P ‘, ‘Ego’ 
‘Bouqui’, etc., the 42-year-old 
mother of one entered the Nige-
rian music industry and changed 
the game for the women who 
would come after her. Rising 
above sexism and numerous 
career-damaging scandals in an 
industry that mostly lauds men 
while they sexualise women, she 
has had to work twice as hard to 
get half the traction men in the 
same space receive. This over-

time has more than earned her the 
title ‘Queen of the Nigerian Music 
Industry.

Tiwa started her career as a 
backup singer for several famous 
international artists, including 
Mary J Blige, Kelly Clarkson, 
Andrea Bocelli, George Michael, 
etc. She rose to stardom in Nige-
ria when she moved back from 
London and signed a deal with 
Mavin Records in 2012. With her 
debut album, ‘Once Upon A Time 
featuring timeless singles such 
as ‘Kele Kele Love, ‘Without My 
Heart, ‘Love me (x3), etc., she 
quickly became a force to reckon 
with within the Nigerian music 
industry. In 2018, it became evi-
dent to the world that there was 
more to the very talented Sav-
age when she was crowned Best 

African Act by the MTV European 
Music Awards, making history as 
the first female to win the acco-
lade. That same year, she became 
the first African female to sell out 
London’s IndigO2. She was also 
handpicked by Coldplay’s lead 
singer Chris Martin to perform 
alongside Beyonce, Ed Sheeran, 
and Jay Z live at the Global Citizen 
Festival in Johannesburg to a 
70,000-strong audience and mil-
lions across the globe. Sometimes 
it is almost impossible to see how 
Tiwa Savage has managed to stay 
on top amidst the many rumours 
and scandals. From allegations 
of adultery to a very public and 
messy divorce to rumours of a 
romantic relationship with a much 
younger artist and the release of 
a viral sex tape, amongst others. 
Few artists, much less female art-
ists, have been able to come back 
from the damages scandals like 
this have done to their careers. 
But not Mummy Jam Jam, as she 
is fondly called. And her recently 
concluded world tour named ‘Wa-
ter & Garri Tour’, where she sold 
out venues in twenty-two cities 
across thirteen countries, is proof 
of this.

Regardless of her wins, she 
has remained a strong voice in 
the industry, constantly speaking 
against sexualisation and the fact 
that women are at a disadvantage 
in the Nigerian music industry. 
“We just want the same equal 
platform…,” she says. She is also 
not one who is afraid to flaunt her 
feminity; regardless of the mixed 

reactions it often gets, she says, 
“the hard work you put in and the 
positive things that you do as an 
artiste always outweigh the nega-
tive.” In an interview with New 
York Times, she gives the credit 
for this obvious marketing strat-
egy to her ex-husband/manager 
“He said, ‘Look at Rihanna, look 
at Beyoncé, look at all of these 
girls — you have to be sexy. And I 
have to give it up to him because 
that strategy worked in getting me 
into the market. Because when 
I showed up on the scene, there 
wasn’t anything like it. It was just 
like, ‘Yo, who is this? She’s Nige-
rian? And she’s wearing a multi-
colored catsuit in a video?’ So, it 
got their attention.”

Yes, Tiwa has been on our radar 
for a while; but we can also see 
that this is just the beginning of 
her world dominance.

Undoubtedly, there is favouritism 
in the industry, with record labels 
and fans, and none of them ever 
seems to apply to women, but Ms. 
Savage has somehow managed to 
rise above it. 

With the decline in the apprecia-
tion for meaningful music amongst 
Nigerian audiences, it is difficult 
for female artists to compete with 
male artists who focus solely on 
sexualising women in their music 
and videos. While the struggle to 
be on par with male dominance in 
the music industry continues, we 
daresay Tiwa Savage comfortably 
sits at the top of her game and 
deserves her flowers.

1. Moisturise your beard hair.
If you are struggling to tame an 

unruly beard, investing in a few 
beard-friendly products is a good 
idea. Consider nourishing your 
beard daily by applying beard con-
ditioner, beard oil, or beard soften-
ers. This softens the thick beard 
hair and makes it manageable.

2. Keep Neat 
If you have a full beard, you 

should regularly comb or brush it 
to ensure it stays detangled. To 
avoid stubborn knots, do this only 
after you have softened your beard 
hair. 

3. Trimming your neckline care-
fully

Trimming the beard neckline 

can be tricky. But it must be done 
carefully, as it can make or break 
your look. Decide whether you 
want a straight or curved line and 
trim the corners accordingly. 

4. Don’t forget about skincare
The skin under your beard needs 

some extra TLC, as it is prone to 
becoming dry, itchy, and flaky. 
Since your skin has to endure 
razor burns and beard dandruff, 
cleansing and moisturising the 
skin is essential to avoid dry skin—
stock up on nourishing beard oils 
and beard balms and remember 
that pre and post-care are essen-
tial.

BEARDS ARE BACK!
........HERE’S HOW TO GROOM YOURS.

‘’A beard is just about the most on-trend accessory you can pull on this season.” -GQ

Lately, beards have become popular again, with more and more men embracing facial hair - but in a less scruffy, 
more well-groomed way. 

Maintaining a beard requires product, time, and effort. Whether you like to experiment with your facial hair 
or keep it trimmed short, grooming is essential. There’s the need to take time with shaving, trimming, fading 

(grooming shorter beards in such a way that it’s neat and attractively integrated with the neck) and using proper 
products for both cleanliness and aesthetics. A well-groomed beard can make you stand out from the crowd. But 
take it too far, and you’ll be turning heads everywhere you go—and not necessarily in a good way. Consider these 

styling tips if you want to give your beard a grooming makeover.

By Charles Didee Eta
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BEARD-SHAMPOO AFTER SHAVE LOTION MR BEARD VAX

ARLOS-BEARD-OIL-
WITH-TEA-TREE-OIL 

HAIR CLIPPER
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BEARD COMB.
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TONYE COLE 
THE TRANSFORMATIONAL LEADER

The above quote is from a book I read a couple of years ago; MY VISION; Challenges in the race for 
excellence by Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, and my encounter with the indefatigable Tonye 
Cole got me thinking about it again. A self-effacing man without the fanfare and trapping of a high-
profile Nigerian politician, Tonye exhibits a different kind of leadership. An approachable leader 
whose style puts the need of his people before his. One that the average Nigerian yearns for but is 
not particularly used to. A man of the cloth, some see his faith and strong belief in God, which he 
wears like a cloak, as an added advantage. Can it get better than this? 

Tonye Cole first came on our radar over 20 years ago as the entrepreneurial whiz kid who built 
a thriving oil and gas business- Sahara group- with his partner. As one who has always been 
committed to leadership and nation-building, we consistently saw him serve in different capacities, 
including being a key member of the World Economic Forum’s Partnering Against Corruption 
Initiative (PACI) and launching a personal project targeted at youth empowerment- Nehemiah 
Youth Empowerment initiative amongst others. In the real world, his CV and personal antecedents 
will make him a preferred candidate for an elective position in Nigeria. However, it’s a different 
ball game for a state like Rivers, where he is currently vying for the number one seat under 
the All Progressives Congress party. A state plagued by several issues, ranging from security to 
environmental. An insurmountable task if you ask me. But if there’s anyone up for it, it has to be 
Tonye. Is he ready? “Yes, absolutely, he tells me. This time around, I am a lot more prepared. I am 
ready in three ways- mentally, physically and spiritually.’’

Interview by Konye Chelsea Nwabogor
Photography - @oluwatobbie

“The real crisis is rather one of leadership, management and perennial egotism. This is the 
kind of crisis that is bound to happen when lust for power prevails over granting people 
the love and care they deserve. And when the interest and destiny of some group and cliques 
benefitting from certain leaders are served instead of those of all the people; in other words, 
when you put the people at the service of the government in sharp contrast with the norm.”

- Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum

You transitioned from business to politics around 2018 and ran for 
office in 2019. What was the experience like for you?

Not very easy. Even though I had mentally been prepared for a 
while. Knowing that at some point, I would have to go into politics. 
I thought first that I could influence politics from the outside. You 
know, use business to influence politics. When it became apparent 
that I needed to go inside politics to influence the outcome of politics, 
then it became a tough decision. I ended up with a sudden deadline 
because the election timetable was fast approaching, and though it 
had been almost a year, the party had asked me to join, to run. The 
deadline was sudden. I had to drop everything and jump in, and I 
jumped in.

So weren’t you a bit discouraged with the initial setback?
Not at all. As part of my learning or consultation process, I met with 

some old established politicians. My father and his friends gave me 
some advice which became anchors for my trip in politics, and one 
of them was that you never lose. Every experience is a part of the 
journey. If you go with the mindset that you’ve lost, then you will fail, 
but if you go with the mentality that with each occasion, you’ve learnt 
something to do better the next time, then that’s good.

Was there disappointment? My only disappointment was that I 
didn’t get the opportunity to contest because the court took us out. 
But I have watched and participated in the election even though I 
wasn’t running and seeing the outcome of that election; if we were on 
the ballot, we would have won.

 
Let’s go back a  bit. Why did you decide to go into politics in the 
first place? 

There was an experience when my father ran for President in 1992 
thereabout. We then decided to take destiny into our hands and go 
into business because we felt that it was a lot more structured and 
you could determine the outcome of your life, while politics was a bit 
unorthodox. I did not realise and come to full terms with the fact that 
politics affects everything you do. So the more we were in business, 
we saw that it was affecting us in a way that was a challenge. And 
that’s how it started. My involvement in politics was to see whether 
we could improve what Nigerians had. Whenever we travel, you’ll get 
comments like, “when we meet Nigerians, you’re intelligent, you’re 
very good at what you do’’. You know they have all of these positive 
things to say about you as a Nigerian, and then the next question is, 
what’s happening to your country? Why can you not translate all of 
this energy Nigerians have to solve the country’s problem? And that 

was something that challenged me.

 Is this why you refer to yourself as a transformational politician?
Yes, because we need to transform. When I entered politics, I 

called a couple of my young friends; I think I was in New York at the 
UN General Assembly. Upon getting there, I knew I couldn’t use my 
Sahara business cards anymore because I was no longer in service. I 
needed to put together a business card or figure out how I would ad-
dress myself, so I called a couple of young mentees and said, “ Okay, 
I have to address myself as something, so what do I say? Now I am a 
politician, so I want to go out and say, politician. They said Never, No. 
I said,  but you can’t run away from it; I am now a politician. The word 
politician to many people connotes some very negative images. Once 
you say you’re a politician, it’s bad. I feel that politics is part and parcel 
of what we do. Politicians are practitioners of politics, and everybody 
is political one way or the other. Now, if that’s what we are, how do we 
change that mindset of a politician being this negative, evil, corrupt 
being to something transformational? 

As one of the leading voices on the World Economic Forum’s 
partnering against corruption, what would you say to people in 
Africa who say the fight against corruption is a lost battle, par-
ticularly in Nigeria?

When I was very active in PACI( Partnering Against Corruption 
Initiative), one of the things we came across was that the whole term, 
the fight against corruption, is already a losing battle. It’s almost like 
a fight against drugs. You know anything that 
you’re fighting against, and all of that was all in 
a mindset that you had already lost before you 
started. And so what we found out was that rather 
than fighting against corruption, design corruption 
out of a system. So, we started looking at how to 
effectively design corruption out of a system, and 
it’s straightforward. It’s not as difficult as you think. 
So what creates corruption? Hurdles and bottle-
necks. You can then design a system whereby 
hurdles and bottlenecks don’t exist, and corrup-
tion gradually disappears in that area. Take, for 
example, a toll gate which collects cash. Now you 
know that the mere fact that they have so much 
money they’re collecting means there would be 
some form of corruption.

So what do you do with the design? Very 
simple, put cash-free toll gates. As soon as that is 

Every experience is a 
part of the journey. 

If you go with the 
mindset that you’ve 

lost, then you will fail, 
but if you go with the 

mentality that with 
each occasion, you’ve 

learnt something to do 
better the next time, 

then that’s good. 
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designed, it goes out of the system.
.

So will you say corruption is our biggest problem as a Nation?
It’s a problem. We have many issues, corruption being one of them. 

But, it’s not an impossible thing to tackle. It is not. It just depends on 
how you want to design it. 

 
What are some of these problems that, if taken away, will make 
Nigeria a relatively better place?

Yeah. I think, first and foremost, there has to be a level of account-
ability. There’s too much impunity. People get away with all sorts of 
things. So they know there’s no consequence for anything you do, 
and at certain levels, you get to, you can get away with whatever you 
want.

So I think impunity and lack of respect for the rule of law is a major 
thing. If we can get the rule of law and accountability to work, then 
impunity will be reduced. How do you explain this?

It’s very simple, the same Nigerian who will break every rule here 
will do that till he gets into that flight. The minute they sit on the plane, 

they begin to behave themselves. They land any-
where, even if it’s in Togo and are well-behaved. 
Because they know there’s a consequence for 
their action. Here, we believe we can get away 
with anything, which is a problem. There must be 
consequences for our actions.

 
You’re very interactive on Twitter with Nigerian 
youths. What significant things have you learnt 
from these interactions?

 I think the youth wants to be three things. First, 
they want to be respected. I think they hate when 
you speak down on them and feel you know much 
more than they do. So respect is huge. It’s some-
thing that they want.

Two, they want to be engaged. They want to play 
a part in the nation’s development, and I believe 

they have a significant role. 
I know they absolutely dislike impunity, but somehow they wish they 

were the ones able to get away with everything, but they dislike it. So 
with the Nigerian youth, respect, ability to get involved and apprecia-
tion for what they do. And yes, they do a lot. 

  
Do you think that their voices will be heard in the upcoming elec-
tion?

To an extent, I think so. I think the coming elections will not be busi-
ness as usual. I think the electoral commission (INEC) improves elec-
tions with each cycle. So, if you go with the mindset that it is business 
as usual, you likely lose. That’s from the political end. I know that votes 
are counting a lot more now, so it’s bringing more awareness to the 
electoral process. I see that the Nigerian youth are a lot more interest-
ed in outcomes, but they have not yet fully understood or are involved 
fully in politics itself. Today, PVCs matter a lot to the Nigerian youth. 
Coming out to vote matters a lot. They believe that it will count, which 
is good, but they’re not yet as involved in the process that brings out 
the candidates.

. 
Against the opinion of you being an Elitist, how have you been 
able to strike a balance with the average Port Harcourt youth? 

What can we say? So first and foremost, I had to define what Elite is 
within the Nigerian context because I think we miss what it is.

Rich kid? Okay, kind of. I can’t change who I am or was born under, 
but that’s not really what the Nigerian Elite is at the end of the day. The 
Nigerian Elite, to a large extent, is those who influence anything that 
concerns you and me. Hence, every politician with a position today is 
an elite. Every one of them, it does not matter where they came from. 
Whether they came from no shoes to the gutter or didn’t go to school, 
the minute you become a counsellor, you enter into the Elite circle.

 
What are your hopes for the upcoming election, first as a politi-
cian and secondly as a Nigerian?

As a politician, my hope essentially is that I win. Okay? And these 
are reasons why. The first reason is that we need to restore Rivers 
state’s dignity. I’ve come across too many people who today almost 
want to hide when they say oh, you’re from Rivers state, because of 
what the political phase of Rivers state represents today. That’s on 
the one hand. Secondly, I’ve seen too much politics. Rivers state is a 
wealthy state with impoverished people. It’s incredible. There’s way 
too much poverty to justify the wealth the state should have. We need 
to address that.

You see, when you have a government that thinks about the people 
and thinks about the dignity of the people, there are certain things that 
you do. Just because you know that if a man or woman wakes up in 
the morning and can have some basic dignity, they’re more inspired 
to go out and do something for themselves rather than start the day 
already in shame.

About my hopes in the election, for Rivers state, in particular, I hope 
that the polls should hold peacefully; why? In 2015, the election was 
extremely violent. It gave the impression that we’re an extremely 
violent people, not a good destination for business. Once you enter 
the airport then, as soon as we land at Port Harcourt airport, we are 
welcomed by an array of military vehicles with submachine guns on 
the roof. These were security escorts for viewers and investors. It did 
not give the impression that it was a friendly place to invest and all 
of that. What do you think you’re doing if you’re an investor and go 
into that situation? You’ll hold your money and go back. This means 
businesses left. That was in 2015. By 2019, when I came here and 
I was running then, one of my targets was that this election should 
not be violent. So as a campaign, I chose very deliberately while still 
campaigning that I wasn’t going to antagonise violence or create any 
scenario that would cause party against party conflict where you at-
tack one opposition party as against another, which was the norm.

So, my hope for Rivers state is that we can have a peaceful and 
respectful election and that the people’s choice comes out. We need 
to give people the belief that they can exercise their rights or choice 
without being harassed, crushed, intimidated, and all sorts of things 
that occur today. The electoral act should help a bit in that if we go by 
what we saw in Osun, if we go by what we saw in Ekiti and Anambra, 
then elections matter a bit.

For Nigeria, I think people were a bit disillusioned after the high of 
2015. There was a very big high in 2015 when people hoped some-
thing different would happen. There’s a bit of disillusion, so my prayer 
for Nigeria is that the election will rekindle hope. It’s not so much in 
which of the candidates, but I think the process is important, and if 
the process is clear, transparent and reflects a choice of the people, 
then there’s hope that tomorrow will be better and with that hope, a lot 
more interest in politics and the outcome. That’s my hope. 

How confident are you about winning?
Very confident! I’ll give you two reasons. The first reason is what I 

The word politician to 
many  people connotes 
some very negative 
images. Once you say 
you’re a politician, it’s 
bad. I feel that politics 
is part and parcel of 
what we do. Politicians 
are practitioners of 
politics, and everybody 
is political one way or 
the other

saw in 2019. When I was going in, there were things I was told would 
lead into the elections. Are you mad? That place is crazy; they would 
kill you. Please don’t do it. The second thing is that you’re unknown. 
No one knows you in Rivers state, and you’ve grown up in Lagos. 
They wouldn’t vote for you.

I said okay, and the third thing they said was that I was running 
against Wike then, that he is a grassroots politician. They are ground-
ed everywhere in Rivers state. It’s a grassroots appeal. I said okay. All 
my life, I’ve loved the impossible. If you tell me it’s impossible, then 
you just made my day because the minute you say it’s impossible, 
that is precisely what I want to prove that there’s nothing impossible 
with God. But you’ll get anything you put your mind to, as long as it’s 
the will of God. 

So I said okay. Those are the three things. So first, let’s deal with the 
violent place and all of that. I said with anything in life; you die once. 
Okay, and the day of your calling is the day of your calling. You can’t 
do anything about it. So what are you afraid of? Death is not some-
thing I am scared of. I settled with my family on the issue of death. It’s 
crazy. I called my children and my wife, and I settled with them, and 
that was it. 

 
Talking about family, we’ve heard you say so many times that 
you’re first a husband and a father, but you know many changes 
come with an elected position. How do you intend to work the 
balance?

Okay. My eldest daughter is 25 and doing exceptionally well; she 

just got engaged,  and my son is 28. I am very grateful to God that 
I have older children now, so apart from my last, who is pretty inde-
pendent, she’s 21 and already an adult in every way. Everyone is in a 
good place. So I think for the family, this is the right time for me to get 
into that. Because like I said to you earlier, we have already had that 
discussion about getting into politics and what it means both in terms 
of the risk to it and the time it takes and consumes.

 
So what would you say to anyone like you coming in from the 
private sector into politics?

It’s a learning experience. Come with a learning mindset, and don’t 
come believing that you have all the answers. That has always helped 
me because I never thought I had all the answers.

I’ve always believed that anywhere you go, some people know 
more, and there is more to experience. Learn more about. It’s not an 
education thing. It’s not whether they speak the best English or can’t 
speak English at all. It doesn’t matter.

There’s something to learn from everyone. So if you’re coming in, be 
humble, and if you’re not, you’ll be humbled.

You want to make a difference. You want to give yourself. But the 
mere fact that you’re coming to serve does not mean that people 
would accept that your intention is genuine.

They’ll abuse your intention, misunderstand you, and fight you even 
though you want to do your best, but don’t let that sway you. Know 
who you are. Just be grounded spiritually in your why. Why am I in 
this? Once you understand that, forge ahead. Just keep forging.

I think the coming 
elections will not be 

business as usual. 
I think the electoral 
commission (INEC) 

improves elections with 
each cycle. So, if you go 

with the mindset that 
it is business as usual, 
you likely lose. That’s 

from the political end.
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AUSTEN- PETERS COLLISION COURSE; 

A LESSON FOR HUMANITY

By Funke Babs-Kufeji

THE LIES WE ALL TELL ON 
SOCIAL MEDIA 

Often, people go out of their way to make sure they put their best foot forward on social media. So, 
while your old friend might look like they are living their dream or your ex might look like they are in 
the perfect relationship with their new significant other, know this and know peace. What you see is 
usually not the whole story, perhaps part of it, but not all. This week, we are going to talk about some 

of those lies you all keep telling us on social media.
However, Collision 

Course’ might be a 
welcome breath of 

fresh air that centres 
on the realities of the 

average Nigerian 
rather than the lives 

of the 1% and shallow 
storytelling that 

dominates most of 
the recent Nollywood 

movies.  

A Nollywood thriller produced and directed 
by Bolanle Austen-Peters and written by James 
Amuta, Collision Course was first premiered 
in October 2021 as the closing film for AFRIFF 
(African Film Festival). It was then released to the 
global audience via Netflix on the 2nd of Sep-
tember and has ranked one of the most viewed 
Nollywood movies.

The movie follows a series of events that 
causes chain reactions, leading to an epic finale. 
It centres on police brutality and is inspired by 
events from the #EndSARS movement. 

The plot is centred on the story of Mide John-
son, an upcoming artist with a wealthy father and 
a pregnant girlfriend. Mide suffers PTSD from an 
encounter with squad members of ‘TARZ’, which 
is a fictional variation of the actual Special Anti-
Robbery Squad (SARS). He reencounters some 
policemen while with his girlfriend and a mutual 
friend and refuses to bribe them. His refusal 
eventually leads to an unexpected chain of roller-
coaster events. On the other hand, we also follow 
the story of a passionate policeman, Magnus who 
is a victim of a corrupt system that fails to cater 
for those who have given up their lives to serve 
and protect other citizens. Through Magnus, we 
discover the rot in the Police force, from bribing 
higher-ups to be granted a place in the rogue 
‘TARZ’ unit to the dilapidated state of the police 
barracks where many live with their families, the 
measly salary and lack of insurance, etc. Through 
Magnus’ character, we see the frustrations of the 
average policeman.

‘Collision Course’ offers an honest insight into 
the two concurrently colliding worlds of a frus-
trated policeman and a young struggling civilian. 
Magnus and his struggles as a policeman in a 
society that doesn’t care about him or his family. 
And Mide, a rich kid with a struggling music ca-
reer and the responsibility of a pregnant girlfriend 
with no support from his father. The ultimate 
climax of the plot happens in a car, where we 
hear both sides. This scene sheds further light on 
a powerful statement by Mide to Magnus, which 

was also an echo of the #EndSARS movement, 
“I am not your enemy…we are both victims of a 
failed system.”

The movie boasts impeccable acting from 
Kelechi Udegbe, who plays Magnus and Daniel 
Etim Effiong as Mide. It also stars Bimbo Manuel, 
Bamike (Bam Bam) Adewunmi Adenibuyan, 
Chioma Akpotha, Norbert Young, Ade Laoye and 
many others.

Aside from the acting, the plot and storytell-
ing are quite laudable; it drives a message with 
unforced scenes, beautiful plot arrangement, and 
colour grading. However, it seems quality cinema-
tography was not a top priority for production as 
many of the scenes were giving ‘old Nollywood’ 
vibe.

However, Collision Course’ might be a welcome 
breath of fresh air that centres on the realities of 
the average Nigerian rather than the lives of the 
1% and shallow storytelling that dominates most 
of the recent Nollywood movies. Also, be warned 
that it might be triggering for people who were 
emotionally or psychologically affected by events 
of the #EndSARS movements.

Acting like your job or office is all glitz and 
glam.

The job most people complain about in real life 
is what they can’t help but glamourise on social 
media. Whether it’s your annual year-end party 
photo with everyone looking their best, a picture 
of a congratulatory message, or a gift for your 
boss on a new achievement, everyone posts only 
the good stuff happening at work, leaving the bad 
well behind the scenes.

Showing off only the highlight of your holiday.
Showing off that picture of you in front of a 

five-star hotel you are not staying in, or a  beauti-
fully plated meal you just devoured is a beautiful 
shot perfect for social media. Still, sometimes it 
honestly doesn’t give an accurate representation 
of your holiday. Most of the time, people won’t 
show you how lousy and tired they look trying to 
catch an early flight or how dirty some places are 
at their holiday destination. 

 

Pretending to live a soft life
Showing off designer items on your social 

media means you are rich. Be it a flash of cash or 
a picture of some designer item online that is very 
expensive. After all,  who is to say you don’t own 
these items?! People always try to appear more 
affluent than they are.

 
Feigning fit fam

Yes, we can relate to eating salads, lifting 
weights at the gym, and wanting the world to 
know. But more often than not, it isn’t the case. 
Many are just comparing themselves to unrealis-
tic goals they see online.

 
Distorting the idea of parenting.

Children are indeed a blessing from God, but 
we all know it is a big lie to peddle to your fol-
lowers that your children are nothing less than 
perfect little angels online. We all know the truth 
about parenting. It is far more complicated than 
the ideal pictures we paint on social media. Most 
of the time, parents who obsess about social 
media and their children pass on unhealthy com-
plexes to their children without realising it.

Acting like we are always on cloud 9
According to many surveys on happiness on-

line, 80% of people said they always try to make 
sure they appear happy on social media, even 
if they are struggling mentally. Appearing to be 
happy on social media is a way people try to lift 
their spirits, making others believe they have a life 
worth wanting.

 
Lying about your single status

Some of us never want to reveal what our 
relationship status is online. We always hide our 
significant others and never post them online. 

Some believe this jinxes the relationship, while 
some don’t want to be associated with anyone. 

 
Pretending to be friends with everyone

This is the biggest lie many of us tell on social 
media. We all attempt to appear more social 
than we are in real life. We pretend we have more 
friends than we do. At every opportunity, we 
post pictures and videos of being invited to VVIP 
events and take photos of the coolest people to 
make it seem like they are all part of our inner 
circle.
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For women, the general consensus is that you are always on a 
clock, especially the good ol’ biological clock. However, we believe 
that your fashion clock shouldn’t tick as fast. Contrary to popular 

opinion, you can still look your best and pull out all the stops 
when it comes to your looks and fashion at fifty. If you’ve led a 

conventional life, gotten married and had your kids already, it is 
probably the best time to focus on yourself. If you haven’t, it’s all 
the more reason not to let society dictate what’s appropriate for 

you and what’s not. Bearing these in mind, we have decided to put 
together a few outfits that can help you stay stylish and fresh as a 

modern-day middle-aged woman.

STAYING STYLISH IN 
YOUR 50S

By Bukola Amoboye

IRETI DOYLE

Maxi Dresses
Maxi dresses have become quite 

popular over the past few years. They 
are typically a floor-length, loose fit and 
give off a very classy look.   To give off 
that rich aunty vibe, we recommend 
using local African prints and materials 
like lace, Ankara, silk, or even a blend of 
different materials.

Palazzo Pants
Some would say Palazzo pants look 

better on younger women, but we 
think not! Palazzo pants look stylish on 
anyone and look absolutely fabulous 
on women in their 50s and older. They 
can be paired with bodysuits, a jacket, 
or loose-fitting blouses tucked into 
the pants. They can be worn on differ-
ent occasions, including birthdays, red 
carpet events, corporate events, church 
services, etc.

BodyCon Corporate Dresses
If you have the hips, please feel free 

to flaunt them! Women in their 50s also 
have the right to wear dresses that high-
light their curves and make them stand 
out. There are numerous corporate 
dresses with various designs and styles 
that make 50-plus women look classy. 

Power Suits
If you wish to look every bit the con-

fident modern-day woman, power suits 
are a must-have. Power suits come in 
various designs and colors so feel free 
to own more than one! Additionally, 
many famous women you probably look 
up to, including Michelle Obama and 
Oprah Winfrey, wear power suits.

Kaftans
Kaftans are the ultimate ‘rich aunty’ 

clothing. Like maxi dresses, they are 
usually free in size and can be worn for 
numerous indoor and outdoor events.

Jean Trousers
Yes, fashion experts recommend you 

own a classic jean; blue, black or white, 

boot-legged or skinny. With jean trou-
sers, you have a wide range of pairing 
options to suit any occasion. They never 
go out of style, and you’re never too old 
to rock one.

Puffy Sleeves
Gowns and blouses with puffed 

sleeves are on trend, this time, bigger 
and better! They give off a boss lady 
look that would make any woman feel 
confident.
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SHIRO 

The three-piece suit, though very trendy 
and modern, has a history that dates back 
as far as the 17th century, when King 
Charles II introduced the waistcoat as a 
sartorial piece to the gentleman’s suit. 
The three-piece suit is known to be the 
cornerstone of men’s tailoring and works 
best in a slim, tailored fit.
In grey, navy blue, or black, the three-
piece suit particularly works best as 
wedding suits, but that’s not to say they 
can’t be worn on an ordinary day. So, if 
you are looking to update your wardrobe 
today, the three-piece suit will be the right 
choice because even the three individual 
pieces can be mixed and matched 
with other things in your closet to give 
versatility and swag.
 
How to Wear a Three-Piece Suit
Make sure the jacket, waistcoat, and 
trousers are tailored to fit.
Make it a rule to always leave the bottom 
button of your three-piece suit jacket [i.e., 
single-breasted jacket] unfastened.
Always make sure to wear a tie when 
spotting a three-piece suit for any 
occasion, and as a rule, your tie must 
never stick out from under the waistcoat.
Your waistcoat should stop at your waist 
and should cover the belt line.
It’s okay to break up the pieces in your 
three-piece suit.  Wear all three pieces 
together or wear just the jacket and pants 
or wear just the waistcoat and pants 
alone.

MUST HAVE; THE TIMELESS THREE-PIECE SUIT.

By Funke Babs-Kufeji

The three-piece suit is a timeless and sartorial outfit for the modern man. The combination of 
a jacket, trousers, and waistcoat, all cut from the same fabric, is one of the smartest fashion 

moves any man can make while trying to build a complete wardrobe.

MAI ATAFO 

ARISE FASHION WEEK MAI ATAFO DESIGN

GLOUCESTER BLACK 3 PIECE SUIT
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